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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1 . 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 

■ 

directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claim is directed to a computer program 
that is not limited to being embodied on a tangible computer readable medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3,5-10,12-18,20,21, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Matsumoto (6,181,434). 

As pertaining to Claim 1 , Matsumoto teaches a data processing apparatus for 
communicating with and information processing apparatus through a network [Figure 1], 
where the data processing apparatus comprises a power source unit for supplying 
power required to form images and an examining means for examining a process of the 
information processing apparatus [Column 10 Lines 32-40] and a power control means 
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for controlling the state of supplying power of the power source unit to each device 
based on the result of the process examination[Column 13 Lines 54-60]. 

As pertaining to Claim 2 and 3, Matsumoto teaches a data processing apparatus 
wherein the examining means examines the process in accordance with user-defined 
parameters in which the parameters include whether the process is active [Column 2 
Lines 21-33]. 

As pertaining to Claim 5, Matsumoto teaches a data processing apparatus 
wherein the use-defined parameters are set on a per examination processing apparatus 
basis [Figure 7]. 

As pertaining to Claim 6, Matsumoto teaches a data processing apparatus 
wherein the power control means limits the power supply state to each device from the 
power supply unit to shift to a sleep mode based on the results of examination of a 
plurality of processes provided by the examination means [Column 10 Lines 12-23]. 

As pertaining to Claim 7, Matsumoto teaches a data processing apparatus 
wherein the data processing apparatus comprises an image forming device [Figure 1]. 

As pertaining to Claim 8, Matsumoto teaches a power control method for a data 
processing apparatus including a power source for supplying power required to form 
images, for communicating with an information processing apparatus through a network 
[Figure 1], where the power control method comprises; examining a processes of the 
information processing apparatus [Column 10 Lines 32-40] and controlling the state of 
supplying power of the power source unit to each device based on the result of the 
process examination [Column 13 Lines 54-60]. 
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As pertaining to Claim 9 and 10, Matsumoto teaches a power control method 
where in the examining step includes examining the process in accordance with user- 
defined parameters in which the parameters include whether the process is active 
[Column 2 Lines 21-33]. 

As pertaining to Claim 12, Matsumoto teaches a power control method wherein 
the user-defined parameters are set on a per examination processing apparatus basis 
[Figure 7]. 

As pertaining to claim 13, Matsumoto teaches a power control method wherein 
the power control step comprises limiting the power supply state to each device from 
the power supply unit to shift to a sleep mode based on the results of examination of a 
plurality of processes provided in the examining step [Column 10 Lines 12-23]. 

As pertaining to Claim 14, Matsumoto teaches a power control method wherein 
the data processing apparatus comprises an image forming device [Figure 1]. 

As pertaining to claim 15 and 16, Matsumoto teaches a storage medium storing, 
in a computer readable form, a computer program of a data processing apparatus 
including, a power source unit for supplying power required to form images for 
communicating with and information processing apparatus through a network, where 
the computer program comprises a program code for executing the steps of examining 
the process of the information processing apparatus [Figure 8] and a program code for 
controlling the state of supplying power of the power source unit to each device based 
on the result of the process examination [Column 19 Lines 65 to Column 20 Lines 19]. 
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As pertaining to Claim 17, Matsumoto teaches a printer coupled to at least one 
host computer [Figure 1], a method of using the host to transition the printer between 
different power states, where the method comprises receiving information about an 
active process that is currently running on the host computer [Column 2 Lines 21-33] 
and transitioning the printer system between an active power state and a power saving 
state based on the information received about the active process [Column 10 Lines 12- 
23]. 

As pertaining to Claim 18, Matsumoto teaches a method where information 
indicates that the active process is suspended [Column 10 Lines 12-23] and [Figure 2A 
and 2B], 

As pertaining to Claim 20, Matsumoto teaches a method where the active 
process is suspended; the printer is transitioned from the active power state to the 
power saving state [Column 10 Lines 12-23]. 

As pertaining to Claim 21 , Matsumoto teaches a method where when the active 
process remains active the printer is transitioned from the power saving state to the 
active power state. [Column 10 Lines 12-23]. 

As pertaining to Claim 24 and 25, Matsumoto teaches a network having a printer 
coupled to a first host computer and a second host computer [Figure 1], a method of 
using the host computers to transition the printer between different power states and a 
method of receiving information about a first process running on the first host computer, 
receiving information about a second process running on the second host computer and 
transition the printer between an active power state and a power saving state based on 
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the information received about the first process and the second process and 

« 

transitioning to the power saving state when the information received shows that the 
first and second process are suspended [Column 10 Lines 12-23] and [Figures 2A and 
2B]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4, 11,19, 22, 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Matsumoto in view of Qiao (2002/0097423). 

With respect to claim 4, Matsumoto teaches a data processing apparatus for 
communicating with an information processing apparatus through a network [Figure 1], 
where the data processing apparatus comprises a power source unit for supplying 
power required to form images and an examining means for examining a process of the 
information processing apparatus [Column 10 Lines 32-40] and a power control means 
for controlling the state of supplying power of the power source unit to each device 
based on the result of the process examination[Column 13 Lines 54-60]. 

Matsumoto does not teach a data processing apparatus wherein the examining 
means examines a load average of the process and wherein the power control means 
controls the power supply state based on the results of the process examination of the 
load average. 
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the information received about the first process and the second process and 
transitioning to the power saving state when the information received shows that the 
first and second process are suspended [Column 10 Lines 12-23] and [Figures 2A and 
2B]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 4^^1,19, 22, 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Matsumoto in view of Qiao (2002/0097423). 

With respect to claim 4, Matsumoto teaches a data processing apparatus for 
communicating with an information processing apparatus through a network [Figure 1], 
where the data processing apparatus comprises a power source unit for supplying 
power required to form images and an examining means for examining a process of the 
information processing apparatus [Column 10 Lines 32-40] and a power control means 
for controlling the state of supplying power of the power source unit to each device 
based on the result of the process examination[Column 13 Lines 54-60]. 

Matsumoto does not teach a data processing apparatus wherein the examining 
means examines a load average of the process and wherein the power control means 
controls the power supply state based on the results of the process examination of the 
load average. 
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Qiao teaches a data processing apparatus wherein the examining means 
examines a load average of the process and wherein the power control means controls 
the power supply state based on the results of the process examination of the load 
average [See Abstract], 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to find the average of the processes on a load as a means for 
controlling the power supply state where the system will be more efficient than taking 
one processes at a time. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Matsumoto teaches a power control method for a data 
processing apparatus including a power source for supplying power required to form 
images, for communicating with an information processing apparatus through a network 
[Figure 1], where the power control method comprises; examining a processes of the 
information processing apparatus [Column 10 Lines 32-40] and controlling the state of 
supplying power of the power source unit to each device based on the result of the 
process examination [Column 13 Lines 54-60]. 

Matsumoto does not teach a power control method wherein the examining step 
examines a load average of the process and wherein the power control step controls 

* 

the power supply state based on the results of the process examination of the load 
average. 

Qiao teaches a data processing apparatus wherein the examining means 
examines a load average of the process and wherein the power control means controls 
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the power supply state based on the results of the process examination of the load 
average [See Abstract], 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to use find the average of the processes on a load as a means for 
controlling the power supply state where the system will be more efficient than taking 
one processes at a time. 

With respect to claim 19, Matsumoto teaches a printer coupled to at least one 
host computer [Figure 1], a method of using the host to transition the printer between 
different power states, where the method comprises receiving information about an 
active process that is currently running on the host computer [Column 2 Lines 21-33] 
and transitioning the printer system between an active power state and a power saving 
state based on the information received about the active process [Column 10 Lines 12- 
23]. 

Matsumoto does not teach a method where the information indicates that the 
active process is consuming power below or above the threshold. 

Qiao teaches a method where the information indicates that the active process is 
consuming power below or above the threshold amount [Para 0045] and [Figure 7]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to have information indicate how much power is consumed below 
or above the threshold value in order for the power save mode to operate. 

With respect to Claim 22 and 23, Matsumoto teaches a printer coupled to at least 
one host computer [Figure 1], a method of using the host to transition the printer 
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between different power states, where the method comprises receiving information 
about an active process that is currently running on the host computer [Column 2 Lines 
21-33] and transitioning the printer system between an active power state and a power 
saving state based on the information received about the active process [Column 10 
Lines 12-23]. 

Matsumoto does not teach a method where when the active process is 
consuming power below the threshold amount, the printed is transitioned from the active 
power state to the power saving state or when the active process is consuming power at 
or above the threshold amount, the printer is transition from the power saving state to 
the active power state. 

Qiao teaches a method where when the active process is consuming power 
below the threshold amount, the printed is transitioned from the active power state to 
the power saving state or when the active process is consuming power at or above the 
threshold amount, the printer is transition from the power saving state to the active 
power state [Figure 12]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to have a threshold value set to determine a set time on whether or 
not the printer should go into power saving mode as this is this most efficient way when 
there are multiple processes on a network. 

With respect to Claim 26, Matsumoto teaches a network having a printer coupled 
to a first host computer and a second host computer [Figure 1], a method of using the 
host computers to transition the printer between different power states and a method of 
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receiving information about a first process running on the first host computer, receiving 
information about a second process running on the second host computer and transition 
the printer between an active power state and a power saving state based on the 
information received about the first process and the second process. 

Matsumoto does not teach a method wherein the printer is transitioned from the 
active power state to the power saving state when the information received show that 
the first process and the second process are consuming power below a threshold 
amount. 

Qiao teaches a method wherein the printer is transitioned from the active power 
state to the power saving state when the information received show that the first 
process and the second process are consuming power below a threshold amount 
[Figure 12]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to someone of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to have a threshold value set to determine a time on whether or not 
the printer should go into power saving mode as this is this most efficient way when 
there are multiple processes on a network. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. No information Disclosure Statement (IDS)/PTO-1449 was 
received as of this first office action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Dicker whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 A.M. to 4:00 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Eisen can be reached on (571) 272-7687. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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^MARY EXAMINER 




